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November 25, 2024 
 
Perry L. Taylor, Commander 
Department of Washington, VFW 
90 Ponderosa Dr.  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
  
Re: Proposed Amended Bylaws 
  
Dear Comrade Taylor: 
 
Receipt is acknowledged of the proposed revised Bylaws for the Department of Washington, 
VFW, submitted for review of the Commander-in-Chief in accordance with Section 502 of the 
Manual of Procedure. 
 
These documents have been designated amended Bylaws to reflect their replacement of 
previously reviewed Bylaws. 
 
A review of the proposed amended Bylaws discloses that they are in compliance with the 
Congressional Charter, Bylaws, Manual of Procedure, Ritual, and laws and usages of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. 
 
A copy of the reviewed amended Bylaws has been retained for our files, another forwarded to 
your Department Headquarters, and two sets herewith returned. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Quentin S. Carroll, Director 
Administrative Operations 
 
QSC: sb 
Enc: Revised Bylaws (2) 
cc: Department Adjutant (1) 
 



























SECTION 15. DEPARTMENT AUDIT COMMITTEE: 
a. Each year at the Annual Department Convention, the delegates shall elect Department Trustees,

composed of 3 members of the Department of Washington, on which committed elective or appointive
Department officers shall not serve. Commencing in 1991, the delegates shall elect a 3, 2, and 1-year
member. Each year following, the delegates will elect 1 member for a 3-year term, with the 1-year
member serving as Chair of the Department Audit Committee. The duties of the Committee are to
perform audits quarterly, during year, examine the Department records and see if those records
correctly determine the existence of cash, accounts receivable, inventories, investment, and fixed assets.
It shall be the duty of said committee to present report, certified by them as correct, to the Council,
listing the assets, liabilities, and net worth of the Department at that date of examination. The
Committee may employ a certified public accountant at the direction of the Council and the expense of
the Department.

b. The duties of the Department Trustees shall be to audit the books of the Quartermaster, including the
Time and Leave Records (pay data cards) of all paid employees, immediately following the end of each
quarter of the VFW fiscal year, which ends on June 30th of each year. After the completion of the audit,
the Chair of the Department Audit Committee shall submit a written report of the Committee's finding to
the Department Commander along with their recommendation for any corrections or changes in policy.
The Department Audit Committee shall also be part of the Finance Committee to set up and recommend
a budget for the ensuing year, based on the anticipated income of the Department.

c. Department Council of Administration members will not serve as Department Trustees.

SECTION 16. DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS BUILDING: The State Quartermaster/Assistant Quartermaster, with 
approval of the State Commander, Senior Vice Commander, or Junior Vice Commander, is authorized to provide 
the maintenance for the building whenever it becomes necessary. An expenditure of $5,000 is allowed for any 
one project. A project over $5,000 must have the approval of the Council of Administration. 

SECTION 17. MILITARY ORDER OF THE COOTIE: The Military Order of the Cootie of the Grand of Washington 
will hold a Council of Administration meeting the first weekend in March. They will hold another Council meeting 
the 2nd weekend in October of each year and will hold their Annual Convention May of each year. The MOC 
Grand Commander of Washington will give a report to the Convention of the Department of Washington on the 
financial and membership status, the hospital and VFW booster work of the MOC for the preceding year. 

SECTION 18. VFW RIDERS GROUP: The VFW Department of Washington Riders Group Chairman will give a 
report to the convention of the Department of Washington on the financial and membership status and VFW 
booster work of the VFW Riders Group for the preceding year. 

SECTION 19. AUXILIARY: A Post in the Department may form an Auxiliary in accordance with Article XI of the 
National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure. 

ARTICLE VIII 
District Organization 

SECTION 1. District status in this Department shall be in accordance with and governed by the National VFW 
Bylaws and Manual of Procedure as contained in Sections 401 to 421 inclusively and as defined by the 

Department Convention. 

SECTION 2. The Department of Washington shall be divided into twelve (12) Districts, numbered chronologically 
number one (1) through seven (7), nine (9), eleven (11) and fifteen (15) through seventeen (17) inclusively. 

• District 1 - Snohomish County and the southern end of Island County
• District 2 - City of Seattle, Burien, Shoreline and Vashon Island
• District 3 - Pierce County, to include the city of Yelm, Thurston County
• District 4 - Kitsap County, part of Pierce County, NE Mason County, Jefferson and Clallam

Counties
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• District 5 - Thurston, Grays Harbor, part of Mason, part of Lewis.
• District 6 - S and E Cowlitz, Clark, W. Skamania, and W Klickitat Counties.
• District 7- Okanagan, Chelan, Douglas, Grant, W, Lincoln, W. Adams., Kittitas and North Yakima

County, Boundary line in Yakima County will be as follows: Starting at the Yakima/ Benton
County border, travel West on State Route 24, continue to Beane Rd, travel North to Postma Rd,
travel West on Postma Rd to Coombs, travel North on Coombs to Mieras Rd, travel West on
Mieras Rd., travel South on Birchfield Rd to State Route 24, travel State Route 24 to the Yakima
River, go north to the joining with Naches River, follow the Naches River Northwest until it joins
the Teton River(US Hwy 12), follow the Teton River South West until reaching the Yakima/ Lewis
County border.

• District 9- Ferry, Stevens, Pend Orielle, Spokane, Whitman, Garfield, Aston Counties, E. Lincoln,
and Adams County from Ritzville East.

• District 11- King County outside the City of Seattle, except Burien, Shoreline and Vashon Island.
• District 15- Whatcom, Skagit, San Juan and N. Island Counties.
• District 16 - Pacific, Wahkiakum & part of Lewis County.
• District 17-Benton, Franklin, Walla Walla, Columbia, E. Klickitat, S. W. Adams County, S. Yakima

County, The Northern boundary line in Yakima County will be as follows: Starting at the Yakima/
Benton County border, travel West on State Route 24, continue to Beane Rd, travel North to
Postma Rd, travel West on Postma Rd, to Coombs, travel North on Coombs to Mieras Rd, travel
West on Mieras Rd, travel South on Birchfield to State Route 24, travel State Route 24 to the
Yakima River, go North to the joining with Naches River, follow the Naches River Northwest until
it joins the Teton River (US Hwy 12), follow the Teton River Northeast reaching the Yakima/Lewis
Border.

SECTION 3. The Department Commander may, at their own volition, appoint a Redistricting Committee. 
a. The Council of Administration may, by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting, direct the

Department Commander to establish a Redistricting Committee.
b. The Redistricting Committee shall recommend the number of Districts and the boundaries which shall

establish the sphere of jurisdiction of each District.
c. The Redistricting Committee shall report to the succeeding Department Convention, which shall have

the sole prerogative to adopt or reject the recommendation of the Redistricting Committee.
d. District Officers shall be elected or appointed in accordance with the National and Department Bylaws.

Any District Officers not provided for specifically in the National and Department Bylaws shall be
appointed by the District Commander. The district is a subordinate division of the Department of
Washington, VFW, and is governed by and under the control of the Department Council of
Administration.

e. The District Meeting shall be held at such places and times as the District Commander shall determine.
Headquarters, VFW Department of Washington, shall be advised of the date, time, and place of each
said meeting, at least one week prior to the date of such meeting. The minimum number of delegates
required to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a District meeting or Convention shall
be not less than one delegate each from ½ of the Posts of the District. See Section 403 of the National
Bylaws.

f. District Officers and the Chair's Duties & Obligations are defined in Section 418 of the National Bylaws
and Manual of Procedure.

SECTION 4. DISTRICT INSPECTOR: 
a. The District Inspector shall come under the direction of the Department Inspector, and in cooperation

with the District Commander, conduct the instruction and inspection of the Posts within their District
and assigned territory. They shall make such reports as may be required of them by the Department
Inspector and shall assist and instruct Post Commanders in the proper procedure of conducting Post
meeting and shall perform such other duties as may be assigned, or usually incident to their office.

b. District Inspectors shall, through the Department Inspector, be recommended for appointment as
Deputy Department Inspectors to the Department Commander by the respective District Commander.

c. Deputy Inspections shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions of the National Bylaws.
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d. No District or Deputy Inspector shall be permitted to inspect the Post or District of which they are a
member.

e. Department Inspector, or his/her designated representative, shall conduct the inspection of the
affected District (NOTE: See Article V, Section 13).

f. Two inspections may be required of each Post during each Department administrative year. The
second inspection will only be required if called by the Department Inspector. The second inspection
must be completed by May 15th of that administrative year.

g. Inspection travel expense shall be allowed a District Inspector in company with the District
Commander, with only one mileage expense being to the officer furnishing the transportation.
Inspection reports shall accompany the request fee for reimbursement covering such Posts inspected
and the expense shall be approved by the District Commander, the District Inspector and the
Department Inspector. Request for reimbursement of expense shall be submitted within 30 days of
incurring of same with all submissions completed prior to May 15th of the inspection year and shall be
confined to existing budget limitations.

SECTION 5. All resolutions, consensus or statement of policy passed by a District in accordance with and under 
the authority of these Bylaws and this Article must be forwarded to the Department Commander, or their 
authorized representative, for approval before being discussed, made available or released to the press, public or 
any non- VFW person, organization, association, corporation, or firm. 

ARTICLE IX 
Department Tax 

SECTION 1. The annual per Capita of the Department shall be distributed as follows: 40% to the Service Division 
fund and 60% to the Department General fund. 

SECTION 2. All funds received from other designated and approved fundraising programs approved by the 
Council of Administration shall be budgeted to the Department General Fund. 

SECTION 3. The Department Quartermaster shall set up a Department Convention Fund and a Delegate 
Registration Fee of $6.00 that will be collected in accordance with Article III, Section 2, In the Department 
Bylaws. A $6.00 Registration Fee will also be collected for all Post Commanders, District Commanders, 
Department officers, and others entitled to exercise the prerogative of having a voice or vote in the Department 
Convention. This is to be placed in the Department Convention Fund to be expended only for expenses incurred 
and expenditures made in holding of the Department Convention annually. 

SECTION 4. 
a. Each Post in the Department at the time of submitting its report of Convention Delegates and alternates

to the Department Adjutant and prior to being permitted a voice or vote in the Convention, shall transmit
to the Department Quartermaster the total amount of Delegate Registration Fees. Any Post failing to
comply with the provisions of this section shall be considered delinquent as provided by National Bylaws
until said registration Fee(s) are paid and shall be subjected to all penalties covering Delinquency as
provided for by the provisions of the National Bylaws.

b. All monies collected under provision of Section 5 of this Article shall be credited to a Department
Delegation Registration Fee Fund and shall be expended as herein after provided.

c. A sum equal to all monies collected under provisions of Article IX, Section 5 of these Bylaws, except up
to $5,000, which shall be withheld by the Department Quartermaster for the purpose of paying for the
printing and postage for mailing delegate cards, printing of tally sheets, salary for recording secretary for
the Convention Business Minutes and other expenses involved in promoting a successful Convention.

d. Nothing in this Article shall prohibit the Department Council of Administration from using any or all
monies credited to the Department Delegate Registration Fee Fund for legitimate Convention expenses in
the instance of a non-sponsored Convention or the withholding of funds to the sponsoring Post when the
same is believed to be in the best interest and protection of the sponsoring post or the Department of
Washington VFW.
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